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ACROSS THE MILES

Why Be A Preacher?

By: Isaac Pang

Amidst the many goals of a Christian, our final ultimate goal is to return to heaven and to meet the Lord. Ever since we were reborn in the name

of the Lord, He has become the core of our lives and His words serve as a counsel and strength to us. By the guidance of the Lord, I received

this opportunity to undergo training at our church theological seminary. Through this, | will be able to serve as a servant of God in the future.
Currently, | am studying at the theological seminary in Taiwan, and | would love to share with you why | chose to be a preacher.

Compelled by a sense of commission

Generating a sense of commission from daily life awareness.

» In the subway: Once while taking a subway in Kuala Lumpur, I put my
phone away and lifted up my head to observe the surroundings. This
happened during office hours, so the carriages were packed with neatly-
dressed passengers. In my heart, | was thinking, how do they differ from
me? Why did I receive the hope of salvation, waiting for the Lord’s second
coming, yet others are just living in vain, awaiting the last station of life -
God’s judgment of wrath? If they are able to hear the gospel of salvation,
then they can also receive the same eternal hope as | have. But, who is
willing to forsake himself and follow the Lord to preach the gospel of
salvation? At that instance, | remembered that the Lord once told His
disciples: “Do you not say, there are yet four months, then comes the
harvest? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see the fields are white for
harvest.” The fields are ready for harvest, what are we still waiting for?

> A preacher’s silhouette: 1 had the impression that there is always a
shortage of preachers in Malaysia, no matter whichever church I attend. If |
happened to be at the same church for a longer period of time, I could only
glimpse a preacher’s silhouette after two months, at best. Most preachers
are unable to fully focus on one or two churches, as their workload is
spread over various churches. Although the church and her divine work
continue to grow and propagate, the number of preachers is on the
decline at the same time. The Lord once told His disciples: “the harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” (Matt 9:3738) Whenever
I hear this verse, my heart seems to ignite, and | am compelled to go out
and work for the Lord. Although I once tried to suppress this resolution,
yet in the end | was deeply saddened and could not be joyful.

Cultivating a sense of commission from experiences in life

» The abundant grace of the Lord: Thank the Lord, | grew up in a warm
and blissful family since | was young. Every member of my family shares
this one common faith. Thank God for His grace, that since my parents
were able to reap the beautiful fruits of their labor, our family lacked no
physical necessities. | did not understand until | entered adulthood, that
it is indeed a great grace to have a family with robust faith. I remember
the times when my parents were ill, how they were healed after consistent
prayers from our family members. As a matter of fact, every setback in life
serves as a mark of grace. The experience of God’s grace in my life was
also a starting point in learning to be thankful. To be able to serve the
Lord today is all the more a chance for me to repay His grace.

(44

» Motivated by the love of the Lord: Being away from home for eight years,
I have received many opportunities to serve in the church. While I was still
studying in Kuala Lumpur, I participated and served in the church youth
affairs. While serving, | experienced the love and guidance of God, which
became my motivation to serve. Once, during Holy Communion, | deeply
experienced God’s omnipotence and | was unable to hold back my tears.
This fervor continues to grow in my heart and allows me to understand
that the Lord has offered up everything for me - so now what shall | offer
to the Lord?

Thank the Lord, this sense of commission became a source of motivation in my service to the
Lord, and with this, I slowly journeyed on the path of servitude. My zeal to serve God came
from daily experiences: the acts, love and grace of God.

» God is the one who bestows time: At times while attending memorial services, I ponder
the questions regarding life and death. There are two points in time in a person’s life that
are predestined by God: the time of birth and the time of death (Refer to Acts 17:26).
Nobody has the authority to rule over life and death, or to hold the power to retain
life. Everything is in the hands of God. In fact, we do not even know what will happen
tomorrow. Every new day of our life is an opportunity given by God. Since it is God who
bestows time, it is understandable if we offer up our time to Him.

| spent five years training
to be a Chinese Medical
Physician. Why did |
decide to enroll at the
theological seminary after
just one year of working?

» Opportunities are present now: “Again | saw that under the sun the race is not to the
swift, nor the battle to the strong...but time and chance happen to them all.” (Ecclesiastes
9:11) I once thought to myself, why don’t | wait for a few more years before enrolling at
the theological seminary? After contemplation, | affirmed that the present is the best
time. Of course, other reasons included parental support, personal health, the freedom
from financial or family burdens and the lack of preachers in the church. Therefore, I
resolved to offer up myself, and registered at the theological seminary in February 2018.
By the merciful grace of the Lord, I successfully enrolled at the theological seminary and

| started lessons in September 2018.
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ACROSS THE MILES

By: Shin May Tan
True Jesus Church Melbourne
(Melbourne Senior Youth Class (MSYC))

Hallelujah! In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ I testify.

Let me first introduce myself. | am a Malaysian who is currently studying at
the University of Melbourne, Australia. Thanks be to the mercy of God for
giving me the opportunity to be formally baptized on the 1st of April 2018,
hence becoming a child of His ever since.

I also thank Him for His mercy and love, allowing me to share with our
brothers and sisters how His grace was given to me during my journey in
pursuit of education.

At the beginning of university studies, | recalled praying for my university
exams and class timetable for a long time. I did not ask for much, and told
God | only needed a pass for my subjects as well as good lecturers and
classes. While registering for classes, 1 was not able to get the desired
time blocks, which frustrated me because | had previously spent a lot of
time planning the timetable, which | had targeted for my new schedule.
So, when reality did not match my expectations, | felt out of place at heart.
However, thank God that the classes I was placed in turned out to be taught
by one of the best teachers in Commerce! Many students were desperate
to swap classes during the first week, but unfortunately they couldn’t find
available spots. The allocated teachers were good; hence, all the places had
been snatched up. This was the first grace that God gave me - good teachers
for my subject.

For a long time, I tried finding ways to “double ace” in both my education
and faith. 1 understood that I should always prioritise my faith, but there
were times when | thought - if | spared the time attending church, I would
probably have more time to study. Yet, wasn’t giving consideration to both
the right thing to do? Thank God, for all things are possible with Him
(Matthew 19:16). Before starting university, God sent a sister and an R. E.
Senior Youth teacher to talk with me on how to manage school and faith.
This sister testified how God took care of her education in her academic
career. She told me that there is just one secret: only trust in Jesus. The
R. E. teacher told me instead: “No matter what we do, we should do it for
God. When He sees you studying hard for Him, believe that He will surely
bless you. You can definitely achieve success in both education and faith,
but there is one condition - you must be clear that everything we do should
be for God, that we may glorify Him rather than man”. Thank God, this was
the second grace He gave me - the understanding that be it work, school or
other matters, we must always be humble and trust in God; in all things to
seek to glorify Him and to do it all for Him.

| believe that many of us may find it difficult to succeed simultaneously in
education and faith. In the year that | was striving for this goal, I myself
have faced many matters that troubled me, but I am thankful for God’s
mercy which helped resolve these issues. Not only this, but He also blessed
me with helpful friends during my second year. | think of myself as a
natural dimwit, and | truly admire other students who can understand
lectures easily. | remember being so unhappy with my lack of intelligence
that I told God about it. Thank God that after revising my notes, 1 found
that I could actually understand everything the very next day. In my heart,
I knew very well that this was not me suddenly becoming smart. Rather, |
knew for sure it was God who helped me. He hearkened to my prayer and
understood my hardships.

While [ was chasing my goal, the one thing I feared the most was failing my
exams. If | failed, my parents would be disappointed in me. Here, | would
like to thank God for giving me such forbearing parents, because | have
been studying nonstop to the point of compromising my health. Since they
are in Malaysia and | am overseas, there is actually nothing they can do
but to constantly worry for my wellbeing. Before my return to Melbourne
this year, my parents told me: “It is good enough to just pass your subjects.
What is most important is your health.” It is inevitable that I would fall
sick whilst overseas, but thank God that after praying, | would be healed
immediately the next day. Once | was very ill, and our church brethren
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were concerned for me. But, | was healthy again the following day, and
all of them exclaimed: “God must really love you! Just yesterday we
saw you, and we thought that you would be sick for the next two to
three weeks. Little did we know you would be cured so quickly! What
a miracle!” I really thank God for His mercy, and this is also one of
the many graces | was blessed with — fast recovery so that | am able to
study diligently without any worries.

The final grace that I've received from God is my results. Back then,
I would always cry the night before my exams, because | worried
that I won’t be able to pass. But this time | had a completely different
attitude, 1 felt calm, I understood that | had tried my best, and I should
leave the rest to God. As expected, | achieved the highest score | have
ever gotten since | started Uni. | remember when I told my parents this
good news, they were both very happy!

Thank God for giving me a timetable that | never wanted from the
start, when in reality it was the best timetable, because the allocated
teachers turned out to be the best ones. Thank God for making me
understand that all things should be done for Him, that we should
glorify Him rather than man. Even in studies, | ought to have the

same attitude. Thank God for giving me friends that are willing to
help me in my studies. Thank God that | am not so intelligent, so that
in this way | can constantly rely on Him in all matters. Thank God
for giving me understanding parents - they had the choice of having
high expectations of me, but chose not to. Thank God for healing me
whenever | fell ill, for giving me a healthy body to continue studying.
Thank God for giving me peace of heart to face my exams. Lastly, |
thank God for helping me in countless situations where He could have
turned away, but did not. He has also prevented my parents from being
disappointed in my results. He has taught me that faith and education
can be nurtured at the same time - only trust in God and, in all things,
to believe, hope, and endure.

For those who are reading this article, if you are disappointed with,
or are troubled about your studies, | hope this testimony will be able
to help you. If you're ever discouraged, remember this: “When you
get discouraged, just remember what to do - Reach out to Jesus, He's
reaching out to you.” (Hymn 524)

May all glory be given unto God.
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Our family moved to Hong Kong about 4 years
ago, and as a family, we have been blessed
with many new experiences. | had attended
RE classes regularly back in my home church
in Subang Jaya, and | was excited and curious
to learn more about how RE classes are run
in True Jesus Church Hong Kong. Attending
Religious Education classes in Hong Kong was
something new for me and | would like to share
my experience as a RE student in HK.

The structure of RE classes are similar to that of
Malaysia: Nursery, Kindergarten, Lower Primary
and Upper Primary classes take place during
Sabbath service from 2 to 3:30pm, whilst Junior
Youth, Intermediate Youth and Senior Youth classes
are held after Sabbath service from 4 to 5:30pm.

I am currently attending the Senior Youth Class
and there are approximately 15 students in the
class. In the Senior Youth Class, we have regular
student- led bible study, and at each time, 2
students will be given half an hour each to share
a bible passage of their choice. Constructive
feedback will be given by the RE teacher
after each session. 1 find this is beneficial to
the youths in helping them develop a better
understanding of the Bible scriptures besides
training them to lead a bible study. I also learnt
that conducting a bible study is not easy as it
requires good knowledge of the Bible.

During our normal lessons, we will study
individual books of the Bible. For example, we
learn about the author of the book, when it was
written and why it was written. This method
of studying the Bible allows us to increase our
knowledge and understand God’s words.

Sometimes, we have in -depth study of a chapter
of a book, analysing the meaning behind each
verse. We once studied 1 Corinthians 13,
where we discussed about the importance
and characteristics of love. Love is something
that we all lack in the eyes of God, and in that
chapter, we learned how to incorporate more
4

love in our lives. Throughout the lesson, we
were also given the opportunity to share our
own experiences or testimonies referencing to
the topic of discussion. This allowed the youths
to relate to real life problems and issues that
people face.

At the start of each new year, there will be a
lesson allocated to us to discuss about our
individual goals for the year. This helps us set
clear spiritual goals and targets that we want
to achieve in the year ahead. Besides that, we
also discuss about goals we had made in the
past year and review our achievements. This is
a good opportunity not only for us to reflect
on the past year and be thankful to God for
His blessings, but to also look ahead on how to
improve ourselves spiritually in the following year.

As RE students we spend most our week in
school and only in church on Sabbath, therefore
it is sometimes difficult for us to develop church
friendships. Therefore, the REU team organises
joint class activities and games once every 2
months, where the Senior Youth Class joins the
Intermediate and Junior Youth Classes. Youths
from these three groups are mixed together
to form separate teams. This combined class
activity is usually organised and led by the
senior youths. This activity promotes fellowship
between youths of different age groups and
strengthen the bond of friendship among them.

One of the more interesting initiative that
was implemented recently, was the Buddy
Mentoring System, where each student was
assigned a buddy. Usually an older student
would be paired with a younger student and
activities would then be held for buddies to get
to know each other better. In this system, the
older buddy will look out for the younger buddy
in church and they will share past experiences,
support each other in faith and even help with
issues in school. For example, if a certain youth
does not come to church without informing, the

My Experiences In
TJC Hong Kong

By: Katrina Song
Senior Youth Class
True Jesus Church Hong Kong

buddy will check on him to make sure he is fine.
By doing so, each buddy pair is able to support
each other better and grow in faith together.

I have been assigned a buddy who is 3 years
younger than | am. Since the both of us can
speak English, we can communicate easily.
I took the initiative to talk to her through
Whatsapp, which allowed me to get to know
her better. | learnt about her hobbies and what
her typical school day was like. During exam
periods, we encouraged and supported each
other which kept the motivation level up.

As most of the students in the Senior Youth
Class are fluent in both languages, they are
encouraged to help out with the interpretation
of sermons. Therefore, ocassionally we carry
out training in interpretation from Mandarin
to Cantonese and vice versa during lessons.
This will prepare the youths to be ready for the
divine work in the future. Thank God, 1 have
been able to help to play the piano for the Lower
Primary REU classes.

The bible says in Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a
child in the way he should go, and when he is
old he will not depart from it.” Thank God for
continuing to guide me in my journey faith and
also providing me the opportunity to experience
Religious Education in another country. May all
glory and thanks be unto the Lord.

YOUTH CORNER

By: James Tay
Cheras Church

In the name of Jesus | write. On the 14th of
September 2018, twenty youths of True Jesus
Church Cheras embarked on a 3-day trip to
Pulau Langkawi.

On the surface, our travelling party seemed
like a ragtag group — with a mix of students
and working youths. Among our party were
also youths from overseas. This was a good
opportunity for our local youths to show our
hospitality. We may feel more comfortable
just mingling among ourselves. But let us
not forget Apostle Paul’s exhortation, “For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ ...
There is neither Jew nor Greek, ... you are all
one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3: 28). As we
have been baptized in the same baptism, been
redeemed by the same blood and call upon
the same God, let us put our differences aside
and “... as we have the opportunity, let us do
good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.” (Galatians 6: 10). Isaiah
also curtly warns us, “And not hide yourself
from your own flesh” (Isaiah 58: 7b). It was
encouraging to see the youths putting these
words into practice by trying to make our
foreign counterparts feel at home by mingling
with them and making sure their needs were
taken care of.

As a city-dweller, yours truly thoroughly
appreciated the planned schedule which
included healthy doses of outdoor excursions.
Island-hopping ~ was  exhilarating. ~ Our
helmsman seemed bent on taking us on
a rough ride as he steered our boat into
oncoming waves at speed on purpose. Thank
God that He kept our lives, electronics and
breakfast intact after that bouncy ride. Later
that evening, we ascended 660 metres above
sea level by cable car to reach the Skybridge of
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Mount Machinchang. According to promotional
material, the Skybridge supposedly offers
“unbelievable views... of the Andaman
sea and its islands, and even some parts of
Thailand”. We saw none of that. Alighting the
cable car, we were shrouded in cloud and fog.
The eye could only see several metres ahead
before meeting a sheet of white fog. Although
the place was sorely missing a view, it was still
quite an experience. At the Skybridge, it was
chilly and quiet. The only sound was the soft
but constant whoosh of the wind in our ears
occasionally interrupted by our muffled voices.
It was calming compared to the sharp noises
common in the city.

On one occasion, we were met with a test
of our mettle. Duty-free chocolate shopping!
Before us at the HIG store were aisle upon
aisle of duty-free chocolates. It was tempting to
splurge like there was no tomorrow. But being
of sound mind, we held back and exercised
self-control. It was hilarious to hear some
youths reminding themselves out loud of which
chocolates were intended for acquaintances
and were not for self-consumption. This is
good, as it showed signs of maturity among
the youths. “gentleness, self-control. Against
such there is no law.” (Galatians 5: 23).

All too soon the end of our trip to Langkawi
came upon us! Before we knew it, we were
stuck in a jam travelling back to Cheras, Kuala
Lumpur. Thoughts of the daily grind back at
work or university at the back of our minds.
However, thank God for His protection and
guidance throughout our trip, thank God for
precious memories and fellowship with fellow
brethren in Christ. “in everything give thanks;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you.” (I Thessalonians 5: 18).
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YOUTH CORNER

By: Stefanie Shee
TJC Penang

Marks of grace from the tertiary years.
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ | share.

Three years ago, | came to the Central Region to further my studies. In
the blink of an eye, three years have passed, and now | preparing my
farewell. By the grace of God, | was exposed to many different events,
and | would love to share my experiences with all.

At first, | didn’t regard it as God’s will for me to step into this new place;
but God saw ahead and preplanned this path specifically for me — His
will is indeed beautiful.

I came to Kuala Lumpur in 2015. Coincidentally, when | first arrived,
most brothers and sisters were on their semester break (including those
studying in the same university). Therefore, | was all alone, with no
familiar faces in this new environment. | was quite clueless at that time,
and inadvertently came those typical complaints and murmurs. Firstly, |
felt homesick; it also dawned on me that I would not be able to attend
services for a couple of weeks due to classes scheduled on weekends.
Fine! It was a little hiccup but I tried my best to accommodate. Then came
the last straw; | accidentally cut my fingernail with a peel cutter. Oh! The
pain was throbbing and it really hurt! I felt sad, alone, and deprived of my
mother’s loving attention. With no one physically around, my sole reliance
left was God. That’s also how I started learning to rely more on Him.

My God truly loves me. If 1 had never left my comfort zone, never
experienced loneliness and all these so-called ‘unfortunate events’,
I would never have learnt to rely on Him completely. | guess these
“unfortunate events” exercised more profits than losses. As | drew closer
to Him, my relationship with God slowly improved. Certainly, according
to His will, every arrangement is beautiful and is for our own good.

Being in an unfamiliar environment and coupled with “unfortunate”
events, | felt quite disappointed and depressed. Initially, 1 was fearful
of many things, including being alone in the whole unit (all housemates
were on semester break). Thus, in came those wild and dark imaginations.
With no one to rely on, | committed all to prayers. Thank the Lord God,
He heard my prayers, strengthened and restored me to my usual jovial
state. That was also how | learnt to entrust everything to prayers.

We knew that we had to be diligent to survive, therefore my course mates
and | often strived hard in our studies. However, there was still a difference
between them and me. | often see my course mates fighting endlessly
over their studies. Some struggled really hard in “digging” for tips even
though they were already well-prepared for exams; some memorized the
whole textbook, some revised from dawn till the wee hours of morning,
having less than 6 hours of sleep and repeating the whole cycle again.
Honestly speaking, they were sincerely more diligent than I. Sometimes |
even doubted myself for being so tranquil. | never burnt the midnight oil,
I didn’t purposely hunt for tips and neither did | memorize every single
line in a textbook! Yet, | faced the same pressures, strived hard in my
studies and knew that | had tried my very best. | just entrusted everything
to prayers and was at ease. My coursemates often couldn’t comprehend
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how I was able to remain optimistic in difficult situations. This is because
| have a solid foundation which in turn leads to a solid assurance. Sadly,
this is something my course mates lacked. How blissful I am that Jesus is
my blessed assurance. | have been a believer since young; unfortunately,
it took me so long to finally understand the importance of prayers. Prayers
are not meant only for seeking assurance, it is also a means of improving
our relationship with God and understanding His will. Even though it
took me years to realize it, but thankfully, God still had mercy on me and
hearkened to my prayers. Praise the Lord God!

If you are a new tertiary student in a new environment, fret not. Amidst
your initial confusions and difficulties, remember to first build up a strong
foundation for yourself. Seek comfort, strength and guidance through
prayers. By standing on this strong foundation, you will definitely have
sufficient courage, strength and assurance to continue the road ahead of you.

When | first attended university, | had to adapt to a new environment; this
was definitely something not easy. Though I attended classes daily with
my course mates, | still felt lonely because we seemed to be on different
wavelengths. | didn’t share their interests and pursuits, and therefore |
never had that sense of belonging. But thank God, He provided several
course mates who were very kind and understanding and respected my
faith. They never forced me to indulge in their worldly pursuits and neither
did they discriminate me even though | seemed to be quite “different”
from them. Many a times, | was unable to join their leisure activities/
outings as | was juggling a tight schedule between studies, church and
divine work. Nevertheless, they never excluded me from their group.
Moreover, they volunteered to replace my research duties on Saturdays
because they knew | had to go to church, even though they had to go the
extra mile to do so. They were considerate and sympathetic friends sent
by God. Where can I still find such good university peers in this current
era? The Lord had mercy on me and | am blessed for He heard my pleas!
He knew that | wouldn’t have survived being a loner in the university and
thus sent them to accompany me. For this, | pray that God will have mercy
on my friends, remember the love they have showered upon me, and also
bring them to the eternal hope.

From another perspective, many felt that | was a fool for not making
more connections in the university. After all, isn’t university life the most
exciting and interesting part of our lives? We are young and energetic,
there are no restrains, no supervisions and we are capable of making our
own decisions. However, from a spiritual perspective, we are different
from the world. We are a chosen race, a consecrated nation, specifically
redeemed by His blood (1 Peter 2:9-10). We should never forget that we
cannot serve God and the world. The enjoyments of the world can only
gratify our desires temporarily, but the words of God last forever.

So now, what'’s your choice?

YOUTH CORNER

At first, I wasn’t that keen in conversing with the local brethren. I tend to
be unfriendly and shy in unfamiliar environments, but thank God again
for His grace. The local members here were very friendly and earnest in
initiating a conversation although I wasn’t that enthusiastic. | appreciate
their efforts; even the more senior members, made the effort to mingle
with us, the “younger ones” (even though we may appear to be childish at
times). Other than that, they were also willing to provide advice especially
in terms of servitude in a tender and subtle manner. | was amazed because
it never crossed my mind that the youths can also be friends with senior
members, regardless of age. Furthermore, they were also very concerned
about our well-being and some even prepared homemade soups to ease
our “homesickness”. Sometimes, they even purchased supplements and
medications when we were ill. Consequently, we (the outstation youths)
felt a sense of belonging. How blessed and fortunate we were to receive
kindness and love. What good deeds have we done to be deemed worthy
of these? None! But we were treated like family members. They taught
us the meaning of love and a non-repayment service. May God remember
their love and labor.

As inhabitants dwell in their own compounds, so do the ‘beasts’ dwell in
the wilderness. Today, we are also living in a world under the power of
the evil one (1 John 5:19).

If the inhabitants are not vigilant enough, they might fail to notice the
beast drawing nearer and lurking around their compounds - waiting to
attack. Similarly, when we are not sober-minded, the devil like a roaring
lion, prepares to devour us. (I Peter 5:8).

It seemed that everything was perfectly fine as | continued to climb
upwards in my faith. But as my faith grew, so did complacency. Our
vigilance decreases, and this gives way to Satan’s slyness. It first started
off with unnecessary rumors and slowly it evolved into exaggerated
assumptions and deceitful words. Being complacent and not alert, I
became blinded by deceptions. | forgot about my true goal in faith and
started losing my direction. Progressively, | was swallowed up by my own
ignorance, pride, self-centeredness and self-justification, and even went
ahead in severing a few relationships. All these were the cunning schemes
of the devil and sadly to say, | was foolish enough to fall into his trap. As
| struggled hard to submit to the Holy Spirit, the devil also continued to
provoke resentment in my heart. Never have | felt so confused, helpless
and insignificant. It was truly a tough warfare between good and evil.

Thank the Lord that | received the opportunity to help out in the Short-
Term Theological Course. In those three weeks, | was equipped with the
words of God daily. Briefly, | was extricated and relieved from worldly
cares and was able to meditate deeply and reflect properly in prayers -
undisturbed. By the Lord’s love and mercies, He hearkened to my prayers
and cleared my doubts. At the same time, my iniquities and weaknesses
were made known, and I realized that the evil one had gained a foothold
on me, even though I proclaimed to be a servant of God. How ashamed I
was to even acknowledge this fact! Even though | have transgressed and
disregarded the Holy Spirit’s reminders, my Lord never gave up on me.
He corrected my misconceptions and restored my weakened spirituality.
How unworthy am | to receive this great love of His! Praise the Lord for
His endless mercies!

Nobody wants to experience bad times or receive chastisements, but
the Lord disciplines out of love and it is for His children’s (us) benefits.
(Hebrews 12:10-11; Job 5:17-18, Proverbs 3:11-12). Hence, I am thankful
because if these grievous events did not happen, | would not have realized
how merciful and loving my God was towards me. | would have continued
to dwell in pride, complacency and negligence; | have fallen short of my
Lord’s expectations. Moreover, | also realized the horrible consequences
an unbridled tongue can bring forth. The tongue is a small member, yet it
boasts of great things and is capable of crushing one’s spirit (James 3:5;
Proverbs 15:4). Frequently, due to our own ego, pride and speculations,
we unknowingly allow our tongue to be a tool for the devil to disrupt the

harmony and unity in the church. This brings forth incorrect assumptions,
misunderstandings, lies, hatred, anger, jealousy, pride, self-righteousness,
self-justification and personal warfare- characteristics alien to our Lord.
We often deem that the usage of the tongue is a manifestation of love,
since open rebuke is better than hidden love (Proverbs 27:5). However,
simultaneously we also forget to be alert and contradict God’s initial
intentions. We succumb to our own physical emotions, and go beyond the
borderline, surpassing God’s supremacy. Sadly, we still think that we are
doing a favor to the Lord and have fulfilled His will.

What is the true definition of love? Let us never forget how we are able to
love in the first place. Love in Christ isn’t propelled by humanly thoughts,
choices, judgments, or emotions. But rather, we love because God first
love us without any prerequisite. (1 John 4:19).

As mentioned in Ecclesiastes, there is always a time for everything. Three
years ago, it was a time to say hello, and now, three years later, it is time
to say goodbye. My journey in this place has come to an end. No matter
what had happened, whether pleasant, bitter, bittersweet or sorrow— |
count them all as a sweet blessing from God. Three years ago, | came
here in a small boat, without having much; but thank the Lord, now | am
leaving in a yacht that holds a little increase in possessions — spiritual
lessons, growth and experiences. As | journey onward to the different
islands, I hope that | will continue to grow, gain more spiritual knowledge
and increase the size of my boat. — if God willing, a cruise ship?

I am reluctant to depart from here; it holds a whole lot of memories.
Only if God be willing, 1 will surely return again to this beautiful place.
I will definitely miss everyone. But life goes on, and I can only pray that
everyone will be fine in Christ. For now, the path still remains dreary, the
skies foggy and the future unclear. But, never mind that, for I know my
Lord, my God will always be with me- no matter where | am sailing to.

Just as how He was in the past.

May all glory, praise and honor be given unto Him.
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By: Lee Wai Han, Petaling Jaya Church

Dearest Son,

An open letter may take you by surprise. One of David’s psalms teaches us
that “The Lord is my strength and my shield; ....... And with my song | will
praise Him.” (Psalm 28:7) God has been with us through ups and downs,
and hence | would like to share with our brothers and sisters-in-Christ some
thoughts and challenges encountered in our parenting journey, for mutual
encouragement; it is a journey undertaken from the day that God gave you
as an invaluable gift to Dad and Mum up till now. And personally for Mum,
it'’s for me to gain further strength in parenthood.

Mum is not an educationist, nor am | experienced in parenting. [ am a mother
to a teenager going through the puberty phase; constantly facing issues and
challenges in the course of his adolescence journey. However, the most
unshaken belief within me is “Children (including you) are a heritage from
the Lord.” (Psalm 127:3) Therefore, your upbringing must also be guided by
the presence and the words of God.

Son, you are a gift from the Lord as it was not an easy process for Mum to
conceive. During my pregnancy, | made sure that | had sufficient rest after
work, while Dad was occupied with his work, divine services and household
chores. However, one thing Mum did not neglect was the time spent in
choosing an appropriate name for you. Mum had read that a name, besides
carrying the expectations that parents have of a child, also reveals some
characteristics represented by its meaning.

Dad left the decision entirely to me. | had cold feet as this was such a great
responsibility. Mum prayed about it, and decided on your Chinese name.
It means ‘respect’ and ‘humility’ as Mum considered these great virtues to
have as individuals. It was a struggle for your English name, though. Thank
God that we kept this book, “Who’s Who in the Bible,” which was a gift
from our church brethren. Mum did have some basic guiding principles - the
name should be unique, and will not represent any wicked characters in
the Bible. While I was flipping through the book, it opened at a page with
the name ‘Joshah” and my eyes were drawn straight to it. Mum loved the
name, as Joshah means “gift of the Lord.” Nonetheless, | was not submissive
enough. I looked through the entire book to make sure that this was the name
that | wanted.

Joshah is a truly unique name as it only appears once in the Bible (I
Chronicles 4:34). Son, having gone through your upbringing phases thus
far, you are unique indeed. In fact, all children in the Lord are unique. In
addition to being the heritage from the Lord, they are treasure in God’s eyes,
as all have been redeemed by His precious blood. This further reinforces
the responsibilities that Dad and Mum have in your upbringing. Apart from
providing you with good education, both religious and secular, we consider
it equally important to instill in you the right values in life in accordance with
biblical teachings.

Son, one thing that makes you unique is that you have taught me not just the
practical aspects of parenting, but the spiritual aspects too. After you could
utter your first words, | would put your hands together and say “Pray! Pray!”
before each feed to teach you gratitude to God. There was this night when
Mum and Dad were so tired that Mum woke up only to hear you repeating
the word ‘milk.” The next thing | knew, you were uttering “Pray! Pray!” to
get our attention for your feed. This further reinforced the teachings in the
Bible on parenting: “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is
old, he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6)

Son, let’s remember to thank God that He has gifted you with the good
ability to quest for knowledge and understanding. Mum is also thankful for
your Dad’s passion in reading, and that he has cultivated that as a hobby in
you. “There is gold and a multitude of rubies, but the lips of knowledge are
a precious jewel.” (Proverbs 20:15) Just let’s also not forget that “The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those
who do His commandments.” (Psalm 111:10) Having the knowledge of Christ
Jesus and doing his commandments will lead us into his salvation. Paul said
“...I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord...” (Philippians 3:8).

We thank God that He has provided us with a great helper as a childminder
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when you were a baby, toddler and child. With both Dad and Mum spending
long hours at work, it was a challenge to enforce the same values and
principles in your upbringing with the childminding arrangement. Thank
God that though you do have your own opinions, you are an obedient child.
Hence, having a childminder to instill the same life values was still possible
in your childhood, even though some empowerment to the childminder and
regular reinforcement were required from time to time.

The word ‘discipline” often makes one think of the rod or cane. For Mum,
it means punishment to correct attitude or behaviour. Son, while Dad and
Mum placed focus on discipline, you may recall that we hardly used the
cane in your upbringing, as you accept reasoning better than caning. This is
another aspect of parenting that Dad and Mum have learned while raising
you, for which we are thankful. Mum puts this as ‘Knowing Your Child.’
After instilling the right values, Mum believes that it is also vital to know
the environment in which you live and the peers you are growing up with.
The other key aspect is communication, which includes both speaking
and listening within the family, in school and in church with the Religious
Education teachers. The Bible has aptly taught us parents on these various
elements of parenting — “Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they
become discouraged.” (Colossians 3:21)

After setting these parameters since you were young, of which adjustments
were required from time to time during the upbringing process, one factor
of paramount importance is for parents to lead by example. It is like a crab
teaching its young to walk straight. When a little crab asked its mum to show
how to walk straight, no matter how hard the mother tried, it could only walk
sideways. This is because the mother crab was used to it, and it had become
a habit. And habits are hard to break.

A good example in modern-day life will be the mobile phone or gadget
usage. Have we lamented the hours that our child spends on the phone each
day? Do we take time to reflect on this? Has it become a habit of ours to stay
connected on the phone and spend increasingly more time on the phone
or gadgets? On the contrary, have we spent sufficient quality time getting
to know our child, praying and showing concern for his spiritual growth,
reading the scriptures and participating in divine services? For us Christian
parents, how wonderful it is that we have “God as our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1) This “help” includes getting
rid of any die-hard habits. Let’s pray for strength to “cast all our care upon
Him, for He cares for us.” (1 Peter 5:7) Actions speak louder than words. 1
believe that a family needs to be together to prepare to face the challenges of
a teenager going through the puberty and adolescence phase in this current
fast-moving society full of various challenges and temptation.

After your 6 years of primary education in Chinese, Dad and Mum decided
to invest in your education and learning by sending you to a private school.
Having walked with you closely on your childhood journey, Dad and Mum
realised that your preferred learning style is kinaesthetic learning. Since you
were young, you have demonstrated that you do not enjoy rote learning.
You learn more effectively via understanding and conceptualising, instead of
memorising. Son, please remember this, Dad and Mum’s investment in your
education is like what the proverb says, “You feed a man for a day by giving
him a fish; whilst you feed a man for a lifetime by teaching him how to fish.”
Therefore, the knowledge and skills you acquire are for you to glorify God
and edify man in your deeds. “Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew
5:16) For what do we have that we did not receive? We have indeed received
abundant grace and blessings from God, therefore we ought to remember
to walk as children of light and bring glory to God’s name.
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Learning in an open environment with different approaches, however, poses
its challenges. From an individual’s perspectives on values and principles, we
thank God that the new school adopts and enforces very similar values to
those that Dad and Mum have; and that the religious and values education
imparted to you since a young age have helped us greatly during this
transitional period. Son, Dad and Mum must, however, admit that there was
one aspect of your learning that we had overlooked in our hectic life after you
had spent a few months in the new school.

As you enjoyed learning in this school, you desired to do well too. Nonetheless,
you deserved a good after-school learning environment at home, and family
support to help you after a long day at school. As Dad and Mum were
engrossed in the demands of our work, you were so thoughtful that you put
such pressures upon yourself. Thank God for a mother’s instinct to be able
to sense it. Mum was at the crossroad then, and needed to make a decision.
| was standing on one road, i.e., the present situation that | and the entire
family were in; and facing three other roads for us to move forward. These
three roads were Faith, Family and Career. To Mum, | needed to choose two
out of the three options.

Thank God that it was God’s words that helped Mum to choose and decide.
The most profound ones included sermons with titles ‘Little Jesus Grew
Up” (and spent time in the temple) and ‘To Manage the Lord’s Inheritance’.
Yes, Son, Mum’s workplace then was full of challenges, but what Mum
was considering giving up was a job desired by many. The pull factor was,
however, definitely stronger as God had given us His heritage; was it not my
responsibility to mentor and guide you, particularly by using the words of
God to encourage you and strengthen your faith?

Although some alternate arrangements were suggested by my bosses in the
interim period to relieve me of some of the work responsibilities, | decided
to resign from my full-time job. | could have waited a few more months
for the work performance bonus payment, but some biblical phrases kept
flashing in my mind. | was worried that I might change my mind. And the
biblical teaching of how Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt when she looked
back to Sodom and Gomorrah served as a reminder to me too. This timing
might not look good to many, but its benefits have definitely outweighed
its drawbacks. One of them happened right on the first day after | became

In Jesus name, | bear testimony,
My name is Yeak Li Chuen, from TJC Bercham.

Looking back, my son, Yeong Herng’s birth has always remained clear
in my mind. Even though thirteen years had since passed, whenever |
reminisce about it, I am filled with immense gratitude. When | was four
days past the expected delivery date, | headed to the hospital in the
morning to induce labour. Halfway through the procedure, the baby
ingested meconium (the first faeces of an infant). Therefore, an emergency
operation was required, otherwise the infant’s life would be in danger.
After the operation, I tried to get as much rest as | could and then got
ready to see my baby the following day.

The following day, after having had my breakfast, a nurse told me to go
to the Nursery Room; but, | was not able to find my baby in the Nursery
Room and the nurse then directed me to the next room. There, | noticed
my name on the infant’s incubator. Then, | saw my son; several tubes
were inserted into his body and another tube was inserted into his mouth
to help him breathe. The moment I saw my son fighting for his dear life
on his own in the incubator, I cried out! | felt utterly helpless and broken.
After | calmed down a little, | said a silent prayer and pleaded to God to
help me through this difficulty. Then, I returned to the Nursery Room
to learn how to bathe and breastfeed the baby. I really envied the other
mothers — they could personally bathe and breastfeed their babies. Only
then did I realise that being able to give birth to a healthy child is also a
form of grace.

Before my delivery, my only request was that God gives me a healthy
child. I rebuked myself for not praying enough and why did God not listen
to my prayers. | prayed incessantly pleading to God to save my son. | know
that the one who gives is the Lord, and the one who takes back is also
the Lord. I told the doctor, “I am determined that whatever happens to my
son, | will trust Jesus to the end.”

On the morning of the third day, | was discharged, but my son remained
warded. We applied to be transferred to a government hospital. Apart
from my family’s prayers, | also requested the church members to pray

the stay-at-home mum. Son, if you can still remember, I picked you up from
school. | recalled you happily chatting and smiling in the car. When | asked
why were you so happy, your response was simple, yet fulfilling — ‘as | can
finally spend more time with you.’

Son, Dad and Mum have been around to lend you a hand whenever required.
While you continue on your journey through life, please always remember
your status as God’s precious child. ‘My sons, do not forget my law, but let
your heart keep my commands.” (Proverbs 3:1) Paul exhorted us that ‘all
things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful
for me, but not all things edify.” (I Corinthians 10:23) Please pray steadfastly
for God’s guidance and for strong self-discipline in keeping and practicing
the words of God.

We are God’s precious children who have been redeemed by our Lord Jesus
with His blood. If we were to neglect these important teachings on discharging
the responsibilities entrusted to us as parents, how do we face the Lord when
He comes again? Besides approaches to teaching our children via our words,
actions and discipline, let us not forget the most crucial element of parenting,
i.e., pray for our children’s upbringing, their faith, and their learning. May
God grant us the spiritual power and wisdom in this parenting journey.

May all glory be given to our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen!

with the hope that my son would recover and be discharged soon. Finally,
after six days, my son was discharged. The doctor reminded me that if my
son showed any abnormalities, we would need to bring the special card
should he require treatment

Thank the Lord, my son is thirteen years old today. The mighty hand of
the Lord has protected him till this day. Never once was he hospitalised
again. Thank the Lord for His abundant grace — | shall never forget it.
Hence, this is my testimony of God’s grace.

By:
Yeak Li Chuen, TJC Bercham
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By: Vivian Wong

In the name of the Lord Jesus | share my experiences as a Christian
parent. First of all, I am not sure if being a parent for almost 10 years
qualifies me to share my experience. There are surely parents whose
decades of experience surpass my parenting encounters. However, |
do believe that as we share our experiences, there’s always something
to learn as we mutually edify each other.

My son Matthew will be turning 10 this year. He is a happy kid, loves
to tell jokes, loves tennis, soccer, basketball and rock-climbing, is
competitive when playing sports and more specifically during bible
quizzes, enjoys playing the piano but violin, not so much, has a love-
hate relationship with maths and dislikes reading. Matthew loves
school, but if you ask him what his favourite day of the week is, he
would tell you it's Saturday because that’s the day he meets with all
his best friends in church. I am glad that Matthew enjoys going to
church and that his closest of friends are those from church.

As we bring up our children in a Christian household, it is important
that we bring them to church regularly, talk to them about the word
of God, imply God’s teaching through everyday events, read the Bible
and pray together and most importantly, remind them to marry in the
Lord. Yes, even though Matthew is only close to 10 years old, | have
been implanting in his mind that he should always marry a girl from
church. It is not too young to start this indoctrination, if you don’t
mind the word. Deut. 11:19 tells us that “You shall teach them to your
children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you
walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.” Hence,

if it’s the word of God and it is the right thing to do and if that’s what
we want for our children, why not start early?

The same method (early indoctrination) was used for attending bible
camps. When he was in Lower Primary, we started to prep him up
for Bible camp, which he would have to attend when he gets to Upper
Primary. As a RE teacher myself, | have often seen how RE students
struggled to attend their first bible camp or short-term theological
seminar and how, unfortunately, some pulled out and some did not
last out the camp. As one who has grown up a Christian attending
bible camps and theological seminars, | am a believer in these camps.
The camps enhance one’s spiritual growth and set a firm foundation
of faith in preparation for the morally tumultuous world as one steps
into adolescence and eventually, adulthood.

Like any kid staying away from home for the first time, it was a bit
of a worry for Matthew at first but he manned up and in the end
was very much looking forward to staying in church and spending
the next three days with his friends learning the word of God and
praying. To begin with, Matthew was not one who could concentrate
during prayers. He was very fidgety during prayers and often opened
his eyes to look around, true to his curious and inquisitive self. He
struggled with baths as sometimes his towel or dry clean clothes
would fall onto the wet bathroom floor. He battled with waking up
early for morning prayers. He forced himself to chomp down food
that he was usually pernickety about. Staying in church was a far cry
from the comforts of home, but my little boy was a champ and he
soldiered on and learned life’s lessons through the little mishaps.
Then on a cold Tuesday morning while he was at the camp, I received
a WhatsApp message from a bible camp counsellor who delivered to
me the very joyful news that Matthew had received the precious Holy
Spirit! Praise the Lord, I was overcome with joy. The news brought
tears to my eyes as | read my work emails without comprehension.
That night, | went to church and congratulated Matthew. Matthew told
me that all he did was empty his mind as the preacher had told them
to and then he was able to concentrate and eventually he started
speaking in tongues. He was very happy to receive the Holy Spirit
together with some of his other friends. | am so glad that God has
given Matthew the Holy Spirit to teach and guide him in his journey
of faith.

There is no greater gift a parent can give to his child than to bring
him close to God so that he can walk with God all his life and finally
obtain eternal life. Remember that our children are a heritage from
God (Ps. 127:3) and that God has given us this task to care for them.
Our goal as Christian parents is to enable our children to reunite
with their Father in heaven. When this goal is achieved, we can then
face God without fear as we would have completed our task well as
a Christian parent raising a Christian child, who would return to the
bosom of God.

May God grant all parents the wisdom and patience to raise God-
fearing children. All glory to Him. Amen.

Matthew at Gardens by the Bay,
Singapore- December 2018

An Appreciation
to the Martha Group, PJ

By: Rachel Yee
Junior Youth Class, PJ Church

There’s truly nothing that brings us together like food,
Sharing the joy and goodness just lightens the mood,

Flavourful happiness compacted into a bite,

From mee goreng to cake made so soft and light.
Thanks to your generous service in the Lord,
We can delight in your food as one accord,
Our Church hopes to express enough gratitude,

As our Lord God showers you with blessings in the multitude.
Yes your food brings wondrous harmony to us all,
Fresh fruit, sushi, fried kuey teow, porridge and fish-balls,
From Asam laksa to chocolate cake and more,

And every bite of delicacies galore.

We are brought closer together, in the name of our Lord Jesus,

Building bonds with each other as you continue to feed us.

We pray for another blissful year to come, Full of love, blessings, companionship and fun,

As one body of Christ you are an important body part,
We couldn’t do without you and from the bottom of our hearts.
Thank you so much for the lovely memories,
For you work tirelessly like factories,
With all that said, ] think my message is pretty clear,

May the Lord God bless you and Happy New Year!
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By: Jeremy Toh
Intermediate Youth Class
Subang Jaya Church

One day during the youth theological training
course, | fell sick and had a mild fever. |
thought that it was nothing and continued
with my lessons. But shortly after, my fever got
worse and | had to rest in the sick bay. After a
short rest, | went down to join in the activities,
but I was too ill and weak to do anything, so
| just sat at the dining area, day dreaming for
nearly an hour.

The preacher saw my condition and told me to
take arest in the dorm, but I was too tired and
lazy to get up. I told him that I'd be fine there.

Soon, | got bored and thought of getting my

book from the classroom to draw. It took me a
lot of effort just to get there, and by the time
I got there, I was exhausted. | dragged myself
towards my seat and laid down on the chairs
as if they were beds. After that, | got up and
attempted to get my drawing book, but I got
exhausted again, so I fell asleep on the table.

I had no energy at that time, my head was hot
and my limbs felt weak, 1 felt like giving up on
everything. Soon, someone entered the room
and saw me. | faintly heard him say: “why is he
sleeping here?” He touched my neck and said:

“Woah! That's really hot! Hurry and call a faci!”

A facilitator came with a thermometer and woke
me up; at the time | had a 40-degree fever. A
friend standing by saw this and hurriedly went
out to tell everyone.

| saw my friends slowly walking in, worriedly
looking at me. And they started to pray. | was
touched when I saw my friends gathering to
pray for me, but what really got to me was when
I looked behind me, there were so many people
gathered to pray that the classroom was not big
enough to accommodate everyone there (almost

half of the students were there). I felt the love of
the brothers and sisters as they prayed earnestly
for me, how they gathered together with just
one simple call.

Subsequently, | was sent to the hospital, but
when | got there, my fever was gone, and my
temperature was only 367 degrees.

I thank God for this testimony, because He has
shown me both His love and the love of my
brothers and sisters, and for reminding me that
I am not alone.

Amen

Youth Participation
in the Kuantan
Evangelical Service

By: Jayden Ho
Junior Youth Class, Klang Church

On 21st December, 12 youths assembled in
Klang Church at 8.00am. Before we started our
journey, we prayed for God’s guidance and a safe
trip to Kuantan Prayer House. When | reached
the prayer house, I was curious to know how
many members there were. It turned out that
there were more members than | expected.
There were 11 members. There is a family of 5 - a
husband, wife, 2 kids and a baby. The wife and 2
kids are members of the church but the husband
and the baby are not baptized yet. We attended
the Sabbath Day and Evangelical Service with
the members there. The Evangelical Service
was conducted by Pr Hosea Hoo and 25 people
attended the service. After the Evangelical
Service, we went to search for a suitable place
for baptism and then had dinner at a restaurant.

On Sunday morning, at 7:30am, we started our

journey to the beach for the water baptism. | was

surprise that the husband had agree to the baby
to be baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
While the baptism was conducted, we sang
hymns. After the baptism, we headed back to
church. Though the baptism was brief, we thank
God’s grace and salvation for adding one more
member to the flock. Then the foot washing
sacrament was conducted. After the sacrament,
we cleaned the prayer house, packed up and
made our return journey home.

[ believe that God will take care of the members
and the people there so that they will grow
strong in faith and be deeply rooted in His truth.
I hope that the husband will be added into God’s
flock soon.
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Voluntary Program Report

By: Amanda Kwek Qian Hui
Intermediate Youth Class, Klang Church

Hallelujah in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ I share my experiences in
this year’s Voluntary Program.

After having attended the FourthYear Theological course for 9 days, 7 of
the students participated in the Voluntary Program. Three brothers, Bro
Daniel Vasan from Kajang Utama, Bro Daniel Ng from Bahau and Bro
Brendon Tan from Penang were assigned to follow Pr Hosea Hoo in this
program. They served in the Central Region. Two sisters, Sis Lim Chai Juen
from Port Dickson and Sis Wong Xin Zhen from Klang were assigned to
follow Pr Nehemiah Ooi in the Northern Region whilst the remaining two,
Sis Sim Shu Qing from Botanic Church and I followed Pr Nahum Lim, and
we served in the Southern Region.

After cleaning up, we left to begin our training in this Voluntary Program;
but Sis Shu Qing and I remained in Olive Garden, Port Dickson Church. Sis
Shu Qing spoke a sermon during the Friday night service. After the service,
we would receive feedback from Pr Nahum who helped us improve on
our weaknesses. Sis Shu Qing and | would take turns to interpret and
speak sermons. We left Port Dickson on 12th of January for Batu Pahat
Prayer House. It was a three hour journey to Batu Pahat. | thank God that |
managed to revise my sermons without feeling dizzy on the way there. We
partook the Holy Communion there. Before visiting the different churches,
Pr Nahum would brief us about the history of the churches as well as what
we have to take note of our visits there.

After Batu Pahat, we headed straight to TIC Skudai, where Sis Shu Qing
and | were supposed to remain for the rest of the Voluntary Program. The
area there was awfully quiet during the night and it seemed dangerous
for only two girls to stay alone in the church without the presence of any
adults. So, Pr Nahum’s father suggested that we should stay at his house
instead for our safety. We accepted the offer gladly! The preacher’s family
had to do a lot of cleaning to prepare a room for us and they did their best
to make it clean and dust-free because both of us have very sensitive nose.
We really appreciated their help.

We would begin the day with a simple breakfast in the house before
leaving for church. At church, we would have a bible study and prayer
before doing anything. After that, we will prepare our sermons, our sharing
and laundry. The churches in the southern part of the Southern Region
do not have any services on weekdays except for Friday night services and
Saturday Sabbath Services. So, we would follow the preacher to visit some
members from the churches and learn how to care for the members.

As for our meals, we mostly had lunch and dinner at the preacher’s house,
where his wife, Sis Eve Chou would cook for us. She would ask us what we
would like to eat for dinner and it would be served on the dining table the
very next day! Sis Shu Qing would then always try to finish the food on the
table, so she ate more than I did! We even got to eat glutinous rice balls
even though winter solstice is over, all because | was craving for it. This
Voluntary Program was not only about work since we had some time to
relax and play. We got to meet up with our brethren from the same batch
of the Short- Term Theological Course, like Bro Foo Wen Tao and Sis Chok
Min Hui. It was nice catching up and reminiscing about the great time we
had together in Port Dickson. We visited some museums in Johor and that
was quite fun.

I actually learned a lot from this Voluntary Program. I learned that it
requires a lot of effort to do God’s work. The most stressful moments were
the times we had to prepare our sermons. It was terrifying as it was the
first time that we actually stood on the pulpit to deliver a sermon. A lot
of thoughts and worries flew across my mind: “what if | said the wrong
thing”, “what if | interpreted the bible wrongly” and “what if the believers
did not understand the message that | was trying to tell them”. There were
too many ‘what if’! But then, Pr Nahum taught us not to worry too much
and pray more to ask God for His guidance and let Him put His words in our
mouths. We still had to do our part in preparing our materials, but in the
end, we just had to rely on God. Besides that, | was also very worried about
visiting members during the weekdays. The awkwardness was unbearable

for Shu Qing and | because we didn’t know how to converse with them
since we did not really know the members there. Thank God, the members
were very friendly and that helped to shake off the awkwardness.

Apart from these, it was also like a wake — up call and an eye opener. |
thought that I was really comfortable living within the Central Region,
where it is always crowded with people — I never feel lonely. So, | didn’t
really expect to see the lack of manpower in the Southern Region. |
thought they were just like us. In reality, they do lack workers because
most of the members have decided to move to the Central Region to either
pursue their studies or work. Some churches lack REU teachers to teach the
children, while some are lacking in pianists and interpreters. This shows
that we need to have more workers willing to go to other regions to help
in divine work and many more training programs for members in other
regions to take up God’s work. That way, everyone can improve more
and God'’s only true church can grow. Although the True Jesus Church has
passed a 100years since its establishment, there is much more to be done.

Though this Voluntary Program was short, I really learned a lot from this
program. | would like to take this opportunity to thank the GA and also Pr
Nahum’s family for taking us in and taking good care of us during these 14
days. It was truly a blessing to be able to join this program, and of course,
I would encourage the younger batch of students to join too. Trust me, you
won'’t regret it. | am also eager to apply the things I have learnt from this
program in church activities.

My sharing ends here, may all glory be given unto God.




RE STUDENTS’ CORNER

Youth Theological
Training Seminar
—What It Teaches Me

By: Jason Chong, Intermediate Youth Class
Petaling Jaya Church

Hallelujah, in the name of the Lord Jesus I share.

Thank God that | was able to graduate from the Youth Theological Training
Course (YTTC) in the 40th Batch on December 16th, 2018. Hence, | would
like to share my personal experience during these three years at the YTTC.

Before my first year at the YTTC, | was very immature and irresponsible.
I skipped Sabbath services and did not carry out my church duties well.
During the first year at the YTTC, I was constantly rebuked and lectured
by preachers, facilitators and fellow course mates. During the course, |
learnt that if we called ourselves "Christians’, we should act like one! |
pondered and meditated on the sermons and then I changed my attitude.
I began to act with maturity and responsibility. | felt really good. Not only
did I make more friends, I also felt a lot closer to God. When the course
ended, I really felt a big change in myself, as if a cog had finally fitted into
the hole in my brain!

I was really looking forward to the start of the second year at the YTTC. It
was more like | was looking forward to meeting my friends rather than to
learn the Word of God. The first week went by without much excitement or
enthusiasm. Then the preacher spoke about the purpose of the theological
course, that we were there to learn the Word of God and not merely to
meet our friends. | pondered and meditated on the matter. | really felt
guilty and realized that fellowship without God is like leaving your most
beloved friend behind and going to movies without him. So | started to
take the lessons seriously. Even though I still slept in class, | learnt many
things. When I have fellowship, I put Jesus first.

Then came my third and final year at the YTTC. | went with a heavy heart,
as it was to be my last year at the YTTC. A lot of worrying thoughts came
to my mind: "I will not be able to come back to Olive Garden again”, “I
will not be able to see my friends again”. But, as | continued studying
during the course, | learnt that even as | worried over these issues, God
has a plan that we will soon meet again. During the personal evangelism
class, something stirred in me and a new way opened for me to continue
to learn and serve God.

It was quite depressing that the enrolment for the YTTC kept decreasing.
In the first year, we had 41 members, but the numbers dropped to 40 and
35 during the second year and third year, respectively. Even though one
of our batchmates has left the church, we still have 35 soldiers to continue
serving God.

Even though the sorrows linger, we can still bring about a change. If you
see your friends falling, help them and bring them back to church and to
God. Ask them to attend the theological course, it will strengthen their
faith and increase their Bible knowledge.

My sharing ends here. All glory to God, Amen!

What The Youth
Theological Training
Course Means To Me.....

By: Wilson Hee, Intermediate Youth Class
Petaling Jaya Church

Hallelujah! In the name of Jesus, I share.

As a graduate of the 2017 Youth Theological Training Course (YTTC),
I would like to share a few words and thoughts.

Many would think that the YTTC is a nightmare, because one would have
to hand over one’s phone and all sorts of electronic devices for three
weeks, meaning one would be separated from the world! However, with
this rule, we would truly be able to draw closer to God, we will not be
affected by any worldly issues, and we can truly calm our hearts and
mind to worship God and learn His words. The preachers prepared the
lessons for us and taught us wholeheartedly in order to prepare us to be
Christian Soldiers to fight for the Lord, and to preach the gospel to others,
as well. The YTTC allows us to learn what we are not able to learn during
REU lessons and allows us to learn more about the truth to build up a
strong foundation.

Besides spiritual food, we can also make spiritual companions during this
course, for we all know that two is better than one. Along this journey of
faith, we must have companions to walk with as our support. The YTTC
has given me the opportunity to meet brothers and sisters from the whole
of Malaysia, especially from Sabah and Sarawak. I treasure those times of
fellowship with each other during the three years of YTTC - for we learnt,
ate, and played together. The YTTC is also a place to build our personality
and attitude. | noticed some changes in my beloved friends throughout
this course. We have learnt to be more loving, forgiving and responsible.

I hope that my dear juniors, who are still in this course and who will
graduate, will pay full attention during the lessons and never forget
the teachings that are important for us to preach the gospel and put
on the Armour of God. Never forget the rebukes as well, because that
will make us better children of God. Besides, remember the wonderful
and memorable times together with your brethren. Whenever you face
difficulties in life, I am sure they will always be there for you, to give
you a helping hand and a pair of listening ears. Companions in Christ are
always better than the companions you have in the society. Try to keep in
touch with everyone, care for one another and pray for each other’s needs,
especially the ones who are weak in faith. Whenever I feel lost in life, |
would recall the memories of being together especially during hymnal
singing. Most importantly, find a sense of belonging in the church and
among your brethren. For those who have graduated, remember to always
shine for the Lord, take part in more divine work, serve God with all your
heart, strength, mind and soul, no matter in what aspect.

My sharing ends here, all glory be given to GOD. Amen.
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By: Lim Yuan Tong

In Jesus’ name, | testify. My name is Lim Yuan
Tong, 16 years old this year. I am from the True
Jesus Church, Bercham. This testimony is on
how my family came to believe in the Lord.

More than 40years ago, my grandparents gave

my father (Lim Mun Kiat) a Buddha pendant at
the age of 2 or 3 years, as they believed that the
pendant could protect him. However, whenever
my father wore it, he would have a fever;
therefore they stopped putting on the pendant
for him.

When he was 6 years old, grandma brought
my father to a fortune teller. The fortune teller
claimed that my father would only live up to the
age of 10. My grandparents were terrified, so the
fortune teller suggested that they place various
idols at home. But, they doubted the claims
of the fortune teller, so they did not follow his
instructions. The fortune teller also instructed
my grandma to put a silver anklet on my father.
They obeyed, but the silver anklet on my father’s
foot was lost in less than a day. My grandma
bought another one, but that was also lost the
following day. They had even replaced the lost
anklet with one that was thicker and tougher, yet
that too went missing days later. This occurred
several times, which made my grandma doubt
whether idols could really help extend her child’s
life span.

At that time, my granduncle was a believer of the
True Jesus Church in Sungai Petani. When the
church conducted a spiritual meeting, he brought
grandma and the family to attend. During the
prayer, grandma was greatly moved by the
Holy Spirit. Subsequently, the whole family
attended church services regularly. Grandma
always prayed earnestly for the Holy Spirit at
home though she was yet to be baptized. One
day, while she was praying for the Holy Spirit,
she was determined in her heart that she will
not stop praying until she was granted the Holy
Spirit. All of a sudden, a bright light shone from
above and she received the Holy Spirit. After that,
she brought her whole family to be baptized,
including my grandfather’s family, who were
originally believers of the Baptist Church.

Now, my father is already aged 47. Thank the
wonderful grace of God for bringing my entire
family to believe in Him. May all glory, power
and honour be given unto God, Amen.

TIMONIES ¢

(Bercham Church)

'

By: Kong Jun Yi

In Jesus name [ testify. This testimony is about the process of how my family came to believe in
the Lord. My name is Kong Jun Yi, 15 years old this year. I am from True Jesus Church, Bercham.

My grandfather is Dn Luke Kong. He was originally a believer of another denomination. Once,
while he was reading the bible, he noticed scriptures having recordings of the Holy Spirit, however
he could not feel any existence of the Holy Spirit in his original church. Grandpa also asked his
pastor then, but the pastor could not give him a correct answer.

Once, he passed by the True Jesus Church, he stopped by and walked into the chapel. Upon
entering the hall, he felt peaceful in his heart as he listened to the believers singing hymns. This
incident allowed him to experience the existence of God. Subsequently, my grandfather began
truth seeking in the True Jesus Church. Thank God for bringing my grandfather to True Jesus

Church. Amen.

By: Phoebe Chan Yi Shin

I am Phoebe Chan Yi Shin, 15 years old this
year, from Bercham Church and my late
grandfather is Chan Kim Fatt.

When Grandpa was a still a baby of 10 months,
he fell seriously ill. One day, he suddenly
became sick and had difficulty breathing.
When the believers of the True Jesus Church
learned aboutit, they took grandfather’s family
to the church to pray. At that time, my great-
grandmother was carrying my grandpa in her
arms while praying earnestly. Unfortunately,
Grandpa suddenly had difficulty in breathing
when his family and the believers were still
praying. However, they did not give up and
were determined to continue praying. Suddenly,
Grandpa was could breathe again.

At that time, grandpa was very thin, his skin
was dry, and he also had inflammation of
the ears that resulted in oozing odorous pus.
Outsiders did not dare to come near him. My
great-grandfather’s friend said: “If this baby’s

disease can be cured, then even salted fish
can be revived.”

One day, Brother Liu, a Pasir Pinji Chinese
medical practitioner, and his wife advised
grandpa’s whole family to believe in Jesus.
Subsequently, they were baptized. After the
baptism, grandpa who was still a baby could
drink up a bottle of milk. Gradually, without
taking any medication or consulting a doctor,
grandpa’s health improved. Grandpa was
healed by the Lord, his severely inflamed
ears were cured, and the Lord left a mark on
him. Although he was a little hard of hearing
when he grew up, it did not cause any major
problems in his life.

Thanks to the great grace of the Lord Jesus,
grandpa lived up to the age of 75 before
passing away. That was how my grandpa and our
family first came to believe in the Lord Jesus.
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Native Counseling Camp 2018

Hallelujah, in the name of Jesus Christ | share
my experience at the Native Counseling
Camp. The Native Counseling Camp was
held from 16th of December 2018 to 23rd
of December 2018 in Ipoh Church. Thank
the grace of the Lord, the camp ended
smoothly and all the students departed
from the church in tears. At the beginning
of the camp, some of the students were
determined not to return the following
year, but when the time came for them to
say goodbye, they were unwilling to leave.
The objective of this camp is to assist the
students academically and to build a strong
foundation for them in the hope that they
will be able to study independently after
the end of camp. The number of students
increased by eight compared to last year, the
ages of the targeted students were around 9
to 13. The camp had a total of 15 workers and
17 students. Sis. Phei Chien was in charge of
the camp, as in the previous year.

The camp was conducted fully in Bahasa
Malaysia. From my time at camp, | was able
to see that the church needs more Malay-
speaking workers, as we have more and
more native members. Also, many Sabahans
attend services in West Malaysia, where they
come to work. Hence, there is a high demand
for Malay-speaking workers, speakers and
interpreters to assist in the divine work of
the church. 1 also realized how speaking
fluently in Malay could be a great help to
the church. I used to hate and ignore Bahasa
Malaysia, thinking that I would be finally
free from it after SPM, but God has His
plans. So, | would like to encourage all the
brothers and sisters who are still studying
to master speaking in Malay as it would
be a great help to the church. As | was not
very fluent in speaking Malay, it was hard to
draw closer to the students. Even though I
could not communicate very well with them,
the students were always willing to share
their stories with me. By exchanging our
stories, we were able to get closer to each
other. The children were always cheerful
and bright, showing the innocence and
intelligence a child should have. Despite the
language barrier, | thank God for giving me
the strength to complete the divine work. 1
also thank God for giving me a chance to
serve Him at this camp. | am very grateful to
all the brothers and sisters who helped and
tolerated me throughout camp. Even though
this camp was organized to help the native
students, it edifies the workers just as much
as it edifies the students. Through my camp

By: Sim Shu Qing

Intermediate Youth Class, Botanic Church

experience, | have learned how to serve God
better and what | can do to better serve in
the future.

| was invited by a sister to help at the camp
after 1 finished my SPM. | knew that the
camp was conducted fully in Malay, but I
did not expect to speak a lot since | was
required to teach music theory only. On the
morning of 14th of December, workers from
the central region departed from Petaling
Jaya to Ipoh Church. We reached there in
the afternoon and started to prepare the
dormitories for the students and workers.
For the next two days, facilitators were
briefed on the syllabus they were required
to teach the students and they also
prepared their teaching materials. On 15th
of December, all the workers departed
from Ipoh Church to attend the Sabbath
service in Tapah Church. We went there not
only to visit our students but also to take
a look at their living environment so that
we may better understand them. It was my
first time there and I did not know what
to expect. They shouted Sis. Eunice’s name
from above as soon as we came out of the
car. The members and the children were
very welcoming, they even had a children
and adult choir presentation for us. The
place was better than I had imagined, they
had most of the facilities like toilets, a place
to cook, fans, etc. The place where the
Sabbath service was held was a very stable
wooden house; it was quite comfortable
and chilly, as it was surrounded by trees.
However, the members’ houses were less
comfortable. They had only one small space
for everything, they ate and slept at the
same place. Many of them were cramped
in a small house. | felt guilty for being so
ungrateful for what | have - the children
there do not have the chance to receive a
good education, but | had freely received
it for so many years and did not cherish it.

When the children first arrived at Ipoh
Church, we welcomed them and introduced
ourselves. The students were first briefed
on the rules of the camp and basic daily
routines, such as how they should brush
their teeth, comb their hair, cut their nails,
etc. In the morning, the students had four
academic classes, which were Bahasa
Malaysia, English and Mathematics. Each
facilitator was in charge of 2 to 3 students
according to their levels to accelerate the
progress in the classes. On the first day,
we had a small assessment for each subject

to ascertain the students’ level so that the
teachers can know what to expect in class. To
make the class more interesting, facilitators
prepared games or fun teaching materials
to engage the students during lessons and
also to help them understand better. All the
workers were doing their best to provide the
best for the students. We constantly included
this matter in our prayers, knowing that God
would guide us in this divine work. In the
afternoon, the students would then attend
classes that were more relaxed, namely
music class, basic life skills class, religious
education and sports. Music lessons were
taught in the hope that at least one of them
could serve in the church in the future. As
for the basic life skill class, the students
could choose either cooking or sewing as
their lesson program for the duration of the
camp. Surprisingly, 5 out of 6 boys chose
sewing and all the girls chose cooking. The
objective of these classes was to provide
an alternative way to earn money in the
future. The students were generally good in
cooking, we just needed to brush up their
skills and teach them the correct method to
use a knife, wok , etc.

Bro. Brendon Tan and | were in charge of
the evening hymnal session. We followed
Sis. Christine Guok’s suggestion to teach
the song titled “Kasih yang Mempersatukan
Kita”. We thought that one song would be
enough for one session; we did not expect
them to know how to sing that song. But,
apparently, most of the students could sing
that song very well already. So we had to
change our plans. | invited Sis. Yoke Chuan
and Sis. Rachel to explain the lyrics of the
song to the students and | proceeded to teach
the next song. For the next few days, we
tried to teach them actions and movements,
as well as interactive activities to liven up
the atmosphere. Other than getting to praise
the Lord with their beautiful voices, they
each received a present from EA, which was
a harmonica. Each of them got a harmonica,
and Bro. Kalil was in charge of teaching them
how to play the harmonica. Even though they
could not play any hymns yet, we hoped they
could go back and continue to learn based
on what they had been taught. 1 asked them
to practice singing the hymns | had taught
them, and I often heard them singing loudly
in the toilets. However, they were shy to
sing in front of others. During the closing
ceremony, they had to present a few hymns
in the front. They sang sweetly but softly,
and we could see that they were shy.
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The students were always ready for sports
sessions, to which they looked forward. Different
facilitators prepared the activity for sports
time each day. For eight days, they played tug
of war with water balloons, popping balloons,
dodgeball and so on. All the facilitators and
workers would join in and play, so in just a few
days, we got close to the students. We slept, ate,
played, prayed and studied with them. For the
first two nights, we had to help some of them to
wash their hair, as they had head lice. It took us
all two to three hours to wash eight of them, it
was indeed very tiring, but we hoped that they
would feel better after we washed their hair.
This was an eye-opening experience for us, too,
and it was also my first time helping others to
wash away the lice from their hair.

On the 22nd of December, we had a bonfire
at night for our farewell party. The children ran
around the campfire, holding hands and singing
hymns that they knew Sis. Maggie and the
workers prepared our food, such as tom yum
seafood, chicken wings, bacon, potatoes, and

drinks. Everyone enjoyed themselves as it would
be the last night they would spend together.

On the last day, we took the students out to visit
a few historical places in Ipoh. Each student was
assigned to one worker to prevent any of them
getting lost during the outing. We visited the
Dewan Bandaraya Ipoh, the herbal tea museum
and the old streets of Ipoh. The outing took us
the whole morning. After the tour in the herbal
tea museum, we were treated to a few cups
of herbal tea. The facilitators enjoyed the tea,
whereas the students disliked the bitter taste of
the herbal tea. As we walked along the busy
streets, we bought some treats for the students.
Around 11.00, we went back to Ipoh church
and had our closing ceremony. As we were
watching the video made by Bro. Seth, many of
us were in tears, all of us were reluctant to say
goodbye. Before we adjourned for our lunch,
each facilitator gave the students the presents
they had bought the day before. Some of us had
gone out the day before to buy some presents
for the students. We had gone to the two-ringgit

shop, hoping to buy something practical and
useful for them. Most of us bought things like
notebooks, pencil cases and stationaries while
Sis. Phei Chien bought water bottles and other
very practical items. Bro. Chi Yang even wrote
very delicate English notes for the students
to read. We hoped that by giving all these
presents, the students would be motivated to
study harder.

After lunch, we sent the students back to their
respective homes and started cleaning the
church. We had our postmortem in the evening
and ended our work. We thank God for His
guidance throughout the camp that we were
able help the native students academically. We
will also continue to pray for them, so that they
may progress faster. Thank the grace of God,
I was able to experience the love of God at
the camp, the love of God is greater than the
universe, than our skin color. Race will never
separate us from the love of God. May all glory
be given unto God, Amen.
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Looking Forward To
The Growth Of A Child

By: Dn. Matthias Ho
Klang Church

Growing is a necessary process in life. Every parent would above all want their children to grow and to follow the direction which would enable them to

achieve their expected goals. On the other hand, the children would prefer to grow up in a stress-free environment, to be able to do as they please, to

be lacking in nothing. As children of God, what are our hopes in the process of growing up? What kind of growth is in accordance with the Bible, and
pleasing to God? There are several characters in the Bible whose growing processes are worthy for us to emulate.

Samuel
— Growing up before God

David
- A growth abundant in experiences of faith

After he was weaned, young Samuel was sent to the temple to be
consecrated to the Lord for the rest of his life. This was a vow his mother
had made to the Lord. Even though he was separated from his mother,
Samuel did not make a fuss. On the contrary, he was obedient and
submissively learnt to serve in the temple. Once a year, his mother made a
little robe for him, and he learnt as he grew before the Lord.

The child Samuel “grew in the presence of the Lord.” (I Sam. 2:21) In our
current vicious society, the heart of man is exposed to many temptations.
Furthermore, the advancement in social media impedes us from
completely preventing our children from being exposed to all sorts of
negative information. Only by allowing our children to grow in the Lord,
to learn and be acquainted with the words of God from a young age, by
letting the words of God be carved into their hearts at all times, will they
be able to preserve themselves during times of temptations or difficulties
by recalling the words of God.

“Now the young man Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in
favour with the Lord and also with man.” (1 Sam. 2:26] A child growing
in the Lord will learn how to revere God and also to love man. God will
surely always abide with a person who is pleasing to Him and to man.
“And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and did let none of his
words fall to the ground.” (1 Sam. 3:19)

Daniel
— Preserving holiness and purity

David helped his father tend the sheep during his youthful days. In the
many days of tending the flock, he lived a life full of God’s abidance. God
became David’s personal God. “But David said to Saul, ‘Your servant used
to keep sheep for his father. And when there came a lion, or a bear, and
took a lamb from the flock, | went after him and struck him and delivered
it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, | caught him by his beard
and struck him and killed him. Your servant has struck down both lions
and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, for
he has defied the armies of the living God.” And David said, ‘The Lord
who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear
will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David,
‘Go, and the Lord be with you!"” (I Sam. 17:3437) From these experiences,
David knew that it was God who enabled him to prevail over the lion and
the bear. His practical experiences permitted him to be deeply rooted in
faith. This was the foundation for him to challenge Goliath courageously.
Let your children experience and be familiar with the difficulties in life,
lead them to the path of prayer and trust, bring them up to learn how to
witness God’s guidance and works. All these experiences will help them
build a strong foundation for their faith when they grow older. God is not
just the God of the parents, but He is also the God of our children.

Lord Jesus
— Growing equally in wisdom and stature to
gain favour with God and man

Daniel was exiled to Egypt during his youth. He resolved not to defile himself
with the king’s banquet and wine. “But Daniel resolved that he would not
defile himself with the king’s food, or with the wine he drank. Therefore
he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. And
God gave Daniel favour and compassion in the sight of the chief of the
eunuchs.” (Daniel 1:8-9) Young Daniel was placed in an environment full of
glory and splendour, with the temptations of fame and status before him.
However, Daniel chose to preserve himself, permitting himself to grow in
God'’s holiness. He could not contend against being captured to Egypt, nor
did he enter the palace of his own free will. Even though we cannot control
environmental factors, we can make a decision: will we be compromised
by the environment, or should we continue to keep God’s words? For this,
we need to have an understanding of God'’s teachings, and to know how to
consecrate ourselves. At the same time, we ought to have faith in God, truly
believing that He will open a way for those who are willing to preserve the
truth in unfavourable situations.

“And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favour
of God was upon him. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in
favour with God and man.” (Luke 2:40, 52)

The child Jesus sat among the teachers in the temple, listening and
questioning at the same time. He continuously pursued spiritual knowledge.
In a child’s growing process, not only should he attain secular knowledge and
technical skills, but more importantly, he should also gain understanding of
the Bible and spiritual knowledge. Allow the words of God to fill us, only
then can we attain salvation and wisdom in life. In the future, when this
child grows up, he will be able to discern right from wrong and will not be
easily tossed by the wind of heresies.

From the above biblical examples, we know that the foundation of a child’s faith should be built up from a young age. Every person around the child,

including the parents and religious education teachers, as well as the child himself, will need to strive hard towards this goal. Only by allowing the child

to build a relationship with God, can we properly entrust him into God’s hands, just like Timothy. Timothy was well-versed with the Bible from a young
age, and he owed his genuine faith to his grandmother and mother. He grew up to be a good co-worker to Paul.
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Passing on Our Faith

Pr. Fang I-Ju

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old,
he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) Children are a gift
from God and a heritage that God has entrusted to us; God wants
man to multiply according to His image and to raise up the next
generation to be godly. Therefore, the essence of upbringing is to
guide our children to walk on the right ‘Path,” which is the ‘Path of
Faith’. In this regard, how do we pass on our faith?

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! ...And these
words which | command you today shall be in your heart. You
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you
lie down, and when you rise up.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-7) This is a
commandment that God clearly gave the Israelites, for them to
obey, remember, keep and follow. God also wanted them to lead
by example and to pass on this model of faith. Faith is life and we
must have faith integrated into our life in bringing up children. Let
us be diligent in the following aspects:

Set up a model in life: Arrange time for drawing near to God

When Jesus was 12 years old, he went to Jerusalem with his parents
to keep the feast of the Passover according to custom. After the feast
ended, all had returned, but the boy Jesus remained in the temple. He
sat in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them
questions (Luke 2:41). After the baby Jesus was born, and when the days
of purification were completed, his parents brought him to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord according to the law. We can see their devotion
to God, and the servitude sustained in their daily lives, in the upbringing
of the child. They brought their child to Jerusalem every year for the
feast of the Passover, according to custom, and for him to draw near to
God. Do parents nowadays emulate the example set by Jesus’ parents?
Although we do not keep the feasts of the Old Testament, do we
bring our children to church for weekly Sabbath services and religious

education classes? Do we schedule the various church-organized
activities like the biannual spiritual meeting, annual bible camp, and
theological course in our calendar and encourage our children to attend?

There are parents who place high importance on academic studies and
pack their children’s daily schedule with many extra tuition classes
as they wish for their children to have a better life. Nonetheless, it is
a pity that they neglect to arrange time for their children to draw near
to God. Faith is something we can treasure the most and is for us to
pass on. Therefore, parents need to set up a model of faith when our
children are still young for them to learn to draw near to God. Not
only do we need to set it up for them, but it is also for ourselves too,
so that parents and children can walk together on this ‘Path of Faith’.

The need to teach them (Luke 2:46-48)

We can imagine how anxious Jesus’ parents were when they saw him
sitting in the midst of teachers, asking them questions while listening
to them. However, they did not immediately rebuke him. Instead, they
observed his words and actions. They were astonished when they
saw the amazement of those who heard Jesus’ understanding and
answers. When Jesus’ mother asked why he had acted so to worry
them, Jesus’ answer was, “Did you not know that | must be about
my Father’s business?” Although his mother did not understand
his response, she kept this in her heart. Mary knew that Jesus was
not an ordinary child, she was not angry with the child’s attitude
which seemed rebellious; neither was she arrogant about the child’s
smart responses. She remained committed to her responsibility as
a parent and continued to bring her children before God. She did
that not just with the eldest child, Jesus, but with her other children,
James and Jude, too. As recorded in the Book of Acts, James raised
important issues at the Jerusalem Council on whether circumcision

was necessary for the Gentiles who believed in Jesus and whether
these Gentiles were required to keep various Jewish laws (Acts 15:
13-20). In the Book of Jude, Jude called himself ‘a bondservant of
Jesus Christ, and brother of James’ at the beginning of the epistle.
We can see that Jude had also inherited a good faith at home (Jude 1).

We must try our best in bringing up our children, in admonishing and
disciplining them. This is not an easy task, but if we set our mind
on praying and entrusting the upbringing of our children to God, He
will surely open a way for us. “And you, fathers, do not provoke your
children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of
the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4) It is clearly written in the Book of Ephesians
that we should look after and discipline our children with the teachings
of the Lord, which means to follow the Lord’s footsteps, and nurture
more love in our Lord. God will surely give us the wisdom, confidence
and ability for this task and our children will have a heart to be taught,
ears to listen to His words and strength to practise and do His words.
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PREACHERS' CORNER

What Have | Done Now?
Is There Not A Cause?

By: Pr Nahum Lim

A battle between the Israelites and the Philistines should have been an
appropriate stage for the king and warriors to showcase their bravery and
combat skills. Especially for King Saul, victory in previous battles had
enabled him to sit comfortably on the throne. However this was not the
case in the battle recorded in 1 Sam 17. King Saul was denied the usual feel-
good atmosphere because of the presence of ... erm... only one enemy.
That man was the Philistine warrior — Goliath. In a ‘cold weapon’ era when
guns and missiles had not yet been invented, victory was determined by
bravery, body size, combat experience, and the weight of weapons and
armour. Goliath was about three meters tall. He could just stretch out his
arm to stop anyone getting close to him. His breastplate was heavier than
many of our sisters. His heavy spear could pierce through any armour. So
melee attacks would not work at all. How about long range shooting? He
had a shield bearer! What more hope did the Israelites have against him?
We can all understand how desperate and helpless the Israelites were when
they had to encounter this formidable tower on the battle field. It was an
impossible mission. It was nothing but certain death! This clearly explains
why the host of Israelites, including their ever-victorious king, forgot about
their responsibilities as soldiers and protectors of the people. This feeling
of incompetence justifies dereliction of duty, which we actually have to
strive to fulfill. Their status as king and soldiers could no longer serve to
remind them of their responsibilities.

Then what was the status of David when he first appeared at this stage?
He was a boy who delivered food, and a messenger. He was not obligated
to confront the fear that scared everyone away. He could have just done
what he was tasked and flee for his life without needing to take a risk.
However, we may not always need a status to remind us of who we
really are. Even though David was not personally insulted, he took the
humiliation of the Israelites as something personal. The failure of others
in fulfilling their responsibilities made him ponder what he should do at
that very urgent moment. A sense of unity and collective responsibility
allowed him to consider his current status. This is something that we all
should learn from. Ordained ministers and church executive committee
members are responsible for taking good care of the flock. There may
be many experienced and established workers in our church as well.
However, that does not mean that we have no roles to play in church. A
status is an indicator of the responsibilities attributed to it. Nonetheless,
the responsibilities are not derived merely from that status but also from
our relationship with God and His children. Since we are part of the body
of Christ, whatever the situation is, we are part of it. We can’t say it is none
of our business.

It is inevitable that some may question whether David was a wiseacre.
He truly did not have the appropriate status to be directly involved in a
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battle. Can you imagine a Food Panda delivery boy sneaking into a board
of director’s meeting and chairing it? Do you expect that all will listen to
him and be motivated when he shouts “Avengers Assemble!” as loud as
Captain America? No! That is why David was belittled and criticized by his
elder brothers. Nevertheless, when Saul was informed of David’s spiritual
character and background, he and others no longer doubted David’s
competence. We should also let no one despise us for our youth, but
instead set the believers an example in our spiritual virtues and strengths.
Our pursuit in spirituality and wisdom will sooner or later convince others
that we are indeed ready for greater responsibilities.

We often hear many say “with great power comes great responsibility.”
Goliath was a man of war from the time of his youth. Having survived
battles since a young age proved that he was good in fighting. We also
learn that he possessed formidable weaponry. Could David be a match
for this opponent? Saul’s weaponry should have been the best in the
nation of Israel. However, David did not find them suitable due to his
smaller body frame. It left him without proper protection. The weapons
that David had with him were a stick, a sling and five smooth stones. The
stick may be handy to bully cats and dogs. But... a giant? To hurl a stone
from a sling with the projectile motion accurately calculated is not an
easy task. We don’t always do well in our physics tests even after studying
many past years’ papers, given the fact that our lives are not threatened.
How could David have calculated it with such composure when he was
running towards Goliath? It is very common for a slinger to miss on the
first few attempts. Even if David was lucky enough to have been able to
hit Goliath’s body, given the heavy and well-protected armour and the
shield that Goliath had, the smooth stone would never have been able to
penetrate armour and hurt Goliath, unlike arrows or javelins. If David could
not hit Goliath’s face at the first attempt, a pierce by Goliath’s javelin or
spear would doubtless send the unprotected David to his ancestors. It was
as simple as that. Nonetheless, it was a spiritual warfare where triumph
is decided not by physics but by metaphysical factors. What David truly
relied on was the name of the Lord of hosts. The stone that miraculously
killed the dreadful giant was a sign of God’s answer to David’s faith. This
faith will also equip us with the capability to fulfill our responsibilities
when we are called to do His work. Therefore, let us be brave in the face
of challenges and difficulties!

It is all about how we regard our responsibility. The lack of status,
recognition and personal competence is not an excuse to flee from the call
of duty. If we truly treasure our relationship with God and our brethren,
and are willing to pursue improvement in spirituality, and rely on God
always, the fulfillment of responsibility will be a blessed enjoyment!
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