The Significance and Teaching of the Seven Feasts
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There are two calendars for the Jews: a Hebrew (religious) calendar, the first month of which corresponds with the third and fourth month of the solar calendar, and a lunar (civil) calendar, the first month of which corresponds with the seventh month of the Hebrew calendar and the ninth and tenth month of the solar calendar. Jews use the lunar calendar for a year cycle starting from the Feast of the Trumpets at the Jewish New Year in the month of Ethanim. Through the Day of Atonement to the Feast of Tabernacles, the theme of creation is revealed. The early autumn rain starts to fall, seeds of barley and wheat are sown, and the people remember the creation of the universe and everything in it as human spirituality continues to be renewed. The third month of the lunar calendar is the month of Kislev, which is the ninth month of the Hebrew calendar and roughly between the eleventh and twelfth month of the solar calendar. There is the Feast of Dedication (Hanukah), which is also called the Festival of Lights. The sixth month of the lunar calendar is the month of Adar, which is the twelfth month of the Hebrew calendar and roughly between the second and third month of the solar calendar. In the month of Adar comes the feast of Purim. 
The second theme is salvation. Beginning from Passover in the seventh month of the lunar calendar - the month of Nisan also called the month of Abib (the first month of the Hebrew calendar) – the latter spring rain starts to fall and the harvest of barley and other crops begins. The people remember how the Israelites were freed from the yoke of slavery in Egypt and hope for the complete salvation at the end of the world.
The third theme is revelation: from Pentecost in the month of Sivan - the ninth month of the lunar calendar, third month of the Hebrew calendar and roughly between the fifth and sixth month of the solar calendar – the harvest of wheat begins. The people remember how God had passed down the laws of Torah on Mount Sinai and revealed His words and will to the Israelites. 

1. The Feast of the Trumpets (Leviticus 23:23-25)

· The Jewish New Year (Rosh Hashanah) is on the first day of the seventh month of the lunar calendar

· Jews welcome the new year through an accounting of the state of spirituality for individuals and for the whole assembly, whereby people conduct self-examination and evaluation and pray. 

· There is a ten-day period for repentance until it reaches a climax on the Day of Atonement.

2. Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:26-32)

· Every year, the High Priest entered into the Holy of Holies on this day to offer sacrifices of atonement for himself and the people. 

· The congregation recites the Book of Johan as part of their worship: if the people of Nineveh could be saved through repentance, we can too. 

· To deny oneself and may engage in fasting and praying, sometimes for the whole day. During this period, refrain from all kinds of indulgences or enjoyment. 

· To receive forgiveness through repentance, regain joy and hope, and get a new heart and new spirit (Ezekiel 18:31)

3. The Feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-43)

· Also called the Feast of Ingathering, in remembrance of the life of wondering in the wilderness when they lived in tents. In the same way, we are sojourners in this world, living here for a short time. Only the heavenly home is eternal. 

· The congregation recites the Book of Ecclesiastes as part of their service of worship to reflect on the end of human life. 

· Palm trees are evergreen trees, symbolizing the perseverance of the Jews. As the palm branches also symbolize richness and abundance, they give thanks to God during this season of harvest.

· The modern-day meaning of this Feast is connected to that of Evangelical Services and Spiritual Convocation. 

4. Feast of Dedication (John 10:22)

· The Books of the Maccabees, which are part of the Apocrypha, record how the Temple in Jerusalem was desecrated and the idol of Zeus was placed on its altar in the year 165 BC. A priest named Mattathias and his five sons sparked a revolt, restored the Temple, cleansed its altar and vessels and re-dedicated the Temple. Thus, it is called the Feast of Dedication. The term “Maccabees” as used to describe them is taken from the Hebrew word for "hammer".

· The golden lampstand has nine branches, with the middle one acting as the servant and used to light other candles. The Feast lasts for eight days and one candle is lit each day. Therefore, this Feast is also called the Festival of Lights. It takes place in the winter, bringing light into a place of darkness.

· Held in commemoration of the re-gained religious freedom. The Temple was again consecrated. Just as the Lord Jesus said when he cleansed the Temple, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” (John 2:17)

5. Purim (Esther 9:26)

· The word “purim” means many lots. Haman initially planned to annihilate all the Jews and cast lots to determine the date for the execution of the plan. The date fell on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar. 

· Mordecai reminded Esther: “… [W]ho knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” We should similarly ponder on the mission of our life. 

· The Book of Esther is recited during worship to give thanks for God’s salvation. 

· Celebrated by rejoicing, giving mutual gifts, celebratory eating and drinking, and giving to the poor and those in need to ensure everyone in the community has the ability to celebrate Purim.

6. Passover (Exodus 12:1-11)

· Note the symbolic meaning of lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Also called The Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

· Recite Song of Songs during worship. The Feast symbolizes the renewal of spring and reveals the romantic love between God and the humankind. The harvest of barley begins. 

· A formal search for remaining chametz (leaven) is conducted after nightfall on the evening before Passover. The burning of chametz is conducted in the morning on the day of Passover. Some chametz are still retained, but not owned, and are sold through a legal process whereby a rabbi enters into a contract of purchase and sale of chametz with non-Jews while the Jews may retain the chametz at home. After the Passover, the contracts are automatically void and the ownership right of the previously-sold chametz is transferred back to the Jews.  

· Freedom must be granted in every era and response must be given to the needs in designated region, topics and events. 

· The modern-day significance of the Feast is connected to that of Evangelical Services and Spiritual Convocation. 

7. Pentecost (Leviticus 23:15-22)

· After forty-nine days after Passover comes Pentecost (on the 50th day after Passover). Pentecost is also called Festival of Reaping and Day of the First Fruits to celebrate the completion of barley harvest.
· The Israelites reached Mount Sinai on the 50th day after they left Egypt. There, they received God’s commandments and laws. Therefore, Pentecost celebrates the giving of the laws of Torah. 
· The Book of Ruth is recited as part of worship to give thanks to the blessing of harvest. There are also charitable activities involving gleaning barley. In the Book of Ruth, we see that a Moabite woman voluntarily converted to a Jew. 
· The modern-day significance of the Feast is connected to that of Evangelical Services and Spiritual Convocation.

The three major feasts - Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles – all involve going to God’s chosen place to see Him. One cannot go empty-handed but must offer gifts (Deuteronomy 16:16-17). 
